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On 11 July 2014 the Board granted the requests of IORVL and 

Chevron and initiated two SSRW Technical Proceedings. The 

Board invited public comment on a Draft List of Issues for the 

Technical Proceedings and released a Revised List of Issues on 

4 September 2014.  The submission of the detailed proposal 

from IORVL is pending. On 17 December 2014, Chevron 

notified the Board that it will not be proceeding with an SSRW 

Technical Proceeding. 

Geophysical, Drilling and Production Applications
The NEB granted two geophysical operations authorizations, two 

drilling and production operations authorizations, and five well 

approvals. Also of note the NEB posted the first two hydraulic 

fracturing fluid product component information records for the 

Northwest Territories on the FracFocus.ca website. 

CANUSNORTH Exercise - 2014
Under the Canada-United States Joint Marine Pollution 

Contingency Plan (JCP), the Canadian and United States Coast 

Guards are required to exercise each geographic annex to the 

plan every two years. 

In September 2014 in Juneau, Alaska, the NEB participated in 

the CANUSNORTH discussion-based tabletop exercise for a 

well control incident scenario in the Canadian Beaufort Sea.

CANUSNORTH is the short form used to refer to the Annex of 

the Canada-United States Joint Marine Pollution Contingency 

Plan (JCP) that covers the Beaufort Sea. The JCP defines the 

roles and responsibilities of the various players who would 

participate in the cleanup efforts of a marine pollution incident 

(in the unlikely event that it were to occur), in the contiguous 

waters between Canada and the United States. The biannual 

exercises are alternately hosed by each country.

In 2014, the NEB was a member of the Joint Design Team for the 

exercise along with the US Coast Guard (host), the Canadian 

Coast Guard, and nine other U.S. and Canadian agencies 

or organizations.

Sixty participants from 16 organizations shared information 

about the challenges of the regional northern geography, 

infrastructure, transportation and the multi-jurisdictional 

interactions and agencies’ roles. The exercise allowed the 

various federal, state and territorial agencies and Alaskan 

industry responders to gain an awareness and understanding 

of emerging or potential Beaufort region maritime activities 

and the opportunities to enhance preparedness for marine 

pollution events.
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